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NASAL ACCENT: The recent fitting of the brown plastic radar nose
cone on this Blackburn NA.39 indicates that its Ferranti search and

attack radar is now being tested

Jet Boat

LAST week the Dowty Group publicly demonstrated the Dowty
-» Turbocraft pleasure boat now being produced by Dowty

Marine Ltd. Propulsion is by a modified Ford Zephyr engine,
giving some 70 h.p., directly driving a two-stage axial pumping
unit which projects a high-speed jet of water rearwards just above
water level. The intake is flush with the bottom of the boat
immediately ahead of the turbine and vanes controlled by the
tiller deflect the jet laterally for directional control. A gate can be
lowered into the jet to provide neutral or reverse thrust. In the
14ft 6in, four-seat, glass plastics speed-boat hull to be mass-
produced by Dowty Marine, the propulsion system gives a speed
of 35 m.p.h., very high acceleration and the ability to apply full
helm and turn in the boat's own length at top speed.

Advantages claimed for the Turbocraft principle, which was
originally developed by the C.W.F. Hamilton Co. Ltd., Christ-
church, New Zealand, are safety to persons in the water (because
of the absence of any rotating or protruding parts beneath the
hull), ability to operate at full speed in as little as 6in of water,
extreme manoeuvrability, and the ability to produce full power at
rest (and hence remarkable acceleration). The three-stage turbine
has been applied in New Zealand to drive a 15-seat passenger boat
at 30 m.p.h. on shallow rivers. The system has obvious attractions
in relation to boats operating in conjunction with aircraft, e.g.,
for rescue work, and also in a variety of military applications.

"Jane's" is Fifty

FIFTY years of Jane's all the World's Aircraft were celebrated
at a reception at Londonderry House on December 15. Co-

incident with the publishing of the 1959-60 Golden Jubilee edition
(Sampson Low, Marston, £5 5 s) it has been announced that this
will be the last volume produced under the editorship of Leonard
Bridgman. Third editor of Jane's, Mr. Bridgman joined C. G.
Grey in 1919 and took over in 1940. He will be succeeded by
John W. R. Taylor—frequent contributor to Flight—who has
been his assistant since 1955.

Included in the 1959-60 volume are 32 pages reprinted from
All the World's Airships of 1909 (the first volume published).
Other points of note are the expected substantial increase in the
section dealing with guided missiles and space vehicles, the first
guarded references to Soviet missile types, and further details of
four Russian military aircraft known to NATO as Boot, Bounder,
Brawny and Fitter. The separate sections on piston and gas-
turbine engines have been merged, and a decision which will be
widely welcomed is that of including a horde of American "home-
builts" and light aircraft

IN BRIEF
An inconclusive combat was fought over the frontier between Syria

and Jordan on December 14, between four Jordanian Hunters and four
U.A.R. Mig (presumably -17) fighters.

Ghana has ordered HT-2s from the Hindustan Aircraft Factory at
Bangalore and an initial batch has been despatched to the Ghana
Air Force.

In recognition of his services to sporting aviation and the Royal Aero
Club, Col. R. L. ("Mossy") Preston was guest of honour at a dinner at
the Royal Aero Club on Wednesday of last week, with Lord Brabazon in
the chair.

The speed record of 1,216.48 m.p.h. set up by Brig-Gen. Joseph H.
Moore in a Republic F-105 Thunderchief on December 11 over a
100 km course at Ea.vards A.F.B. has been approved by the National

AS LARGE AS LIFE: Layout draughtsmen in Short Bros. & Harland's
lofting department at Belfast at work on the full-scale plans of the
SC.5 Britannic, using a table measuring 120ft by 20ft. From the master
drawings, duplicates are made lithographically on metal for the pro-
duction of templates. Bristol are designing and lofting the wing and

Saunders-Roe the rear fuselage and tailplane

Aeronautic Association and is being submitted to the F.A.I, for ratifica-
tion. General Moore said at a Press conference afterwards that the
F-105, which he flew at 36,000ft, was doing more than 1,400 m.p.h.
before he entered the set course.

The former R.N. air station at Ford, Sussex, is definitely to become
a "prison without bars." The Ministry of Housing and Local Govern-
ment announced last week that the much-discussed proposal has been
approved.

Miles Electronics Ltd. recently delivered to the Royal Navy a Sea
Vixen flight simulator, in which Ultra Electric Ltd. co-operated in
the radar simulation systems. A member of the Miles Group of com-
panies, Miles Electronics have also been awarded a contract for an
NA.39 simulator.

Group Developments Ltd., parent company of Cellon Ltd., have
signed a paint "know-how" agreement with Glidden International,
subsidiary of one of the leading American manufacturers, the Glidden
Co. of Cleveland. This gives Group Developments and its subsidiaries
access to up-to-date information on U.S. technical developments, manu-
facturing methods and marketing techniques.

At a recent dinner at R.A.F. North Coates, Lines, the officers' mess
was presented with a piece of silver to commemorate an important stage
in the station's equipment as a base for Bloodhound missile squadrons.
Bearing a representation of the A.E.I. Sting-Ray target-tracking and
illuminating radar, it was presented on behalf of the A.E.I. Military
Radar Group by Mr. V. M. Roberts, divisional commercial manager,
and received by W/C. H. L. Derwent, the station commander.

LEAVING CHRISTCHURCH to live in
Australia: Maj. Hereward de Havilland (left),
whose retirement from the family business was

referred to on this page on December 4

APPOINTED chief design engineer of the
Rolls-Royce Aero-engine Division, Mr. F. W.
Morley (centre left) has been with the company
since 1937. His recent work as chief designer,

military engines, is referred to opposite

NEW DIRECTORS of Flight Refuelling Ltd. are
Mr. A. W. Goodliffe (centre right), who has
been appointed chief engineer after seven
years as chief designer, and Mr. J. E. Burnett
(extreme right), who recently joined the com-
pany from HelHwells Ltd. and has been

appointed works manager


